
Living  A  Lifestyle  Of  FAITH 

“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed  
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall    
LIVE by faith.” Romans 1:17 

 In 1983, I found myself pregnant again, with my 
fourth child, which should have brought me joy; but 
instead, there was concern, because this time I was 
without medical insurance. Well, after considering a 
series of timely events, my husband and I decided to take a big “leap of faith”, trusting God with 
the outcome. We chose to go the least expensive route, which was to have the baby at home! Yes, 
our Jason was a planned home-birth, whom we delivered without assistance! Ironically, it turned 
out to be the easiest of my six childbirth experiences, with no problems or complications. At first I 
thought it was crazy... “Have the baby at home?” But the more I thought about it, the Lord began to 
minister to my heart concerning faith. Instead of being fearful of what could go wrong, I soon 
viewed it as another opportunity to show Him my faith by my works. And I believe God blessed 
because of it.                                                                                                               

“Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith 

by my works.” James 2:18 

When my husband and I were “born again” in 1980 (according to John 3:3-8 and Acts 2:38-39) the 
Lord demonstrated His word by filling us with the Holy Ghost, just as He did with the early church 
on Pentecost (Acts 2). That was the beginning of my walk of faith in God. That was when I decided 
that my faith would not be just words confessed from my mouth, but that it would be (and should 
be) representative of a lifestyle wherein I would trust God to direct my paths.  

If you take a minute to think about it, what was it that Jesus required of His early followers? When 
they heard the message of the kingdom of God and were invited to be a part of it, He required an 
immediate response. They were commanded to deny themselves and to take up their cross, forsaking 
all, to follow Him (Mark 8:34; Luke 14:26). Men could not delay to bury their dead loved ones, and 
others were not permitted to go bid their family members farewell (Luke 9:57-62; Matthew 8:19-22). 
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I believe these extreme examples were written to illustrate the important principle of “counting the 
cost” of becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ. “Taking up the cross” was also necessary for every 
believer who chose to live the crucified life, identifying with Jesus’ suffering and death. Jesus required 
His disciples to make a conscious decision to die to the ways of the world, in order to be a part of His 
spiritual kingdom built upon faith.  

Now, many say that they have faith because they believe in Jesus, but is believing enough? The Bible 
tells us that “the devils also believe and tremble” (James 2:19-20), but that doesn’t make them 
Christians. According to the Word of God, it is not enough just to confess faith, for as it is written, 
“faith without works is dead” (James 2:14-17). As new believers, my husband and I were probably 
considered rather radical, because we were determined to establish “a walk” (or lifestyle) as close to 
the Word of God, as possible. We started with making doctrinal changes: We wanted to receive the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost just as they did on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2)… they spoke with 
tongues, so we wanted the evidence of tongues; then we got re-baptized “in the name of Jesus” 
because we noticed that no one in the Bible was baptized in the titles, “Father, Son, and Holy Ghost”. 
And soon after, we found ourselves studying and being tested in so many other areas of faith… faith 

for healing, finances, guidance, provisions, and even an occasional miracle. 
Yes, I did say “miracle”! 

There was a time when one of my sisters in Christ shared a testimony of 
how the Lord delivered her when she was locked outside of her home with 
several of her small children. She was a woman of faith, so she decided to 
pray over her car key (demonstrating faith), and the Lord led her to open 
the door to her house with the car key! So when I found myself in a similar 
predicament (with my car key locked on the inside of my car), I likewise 
prayed over a random key, and guess what… it opened the door to my car! 

That’s why it’s so important to share our testimonies; because you never know how your experience 
may increase someone else’s faith. 

The truth of the matter is, I learned early on in my walk with the Lord, that it pleases God to see us 
exercise faith. Hebrews 11:6 actually declares that, “Without faith, it is impossible to please Him”. 
We had to have the faith to believe that we could receive the Holy Ghost as they did in the early 
church, and we did… we had to believe that the Holy Ghost gave us power to lay hands on our sick 
children so they could recover, and they did… and it takes faith to believe that we can still ask 
anything believing, and we will receive! God always honors His Word when He sees faith in action.  

In 1 Samuel 17:36, we find a vivid display of faith exemplified by David when he faced the giant, 
Goliath, killing him with a stone from a simple slingshot. David, being full of faith in His God 
proclaimed, “I slew both the lion and the bear, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them”. 
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From David’s example, we learn that we must begin to practice faith in God in our day-to-day walk, 
by trusting Him for “the little things”. Then when something big occurs, rather than being shaken by 
fear, we can remain confident, knowing that God can also deliver us from the “giants” in our lives. 

In the New Testament, there are many examples of how the early church changed 
their lives and had to commit to a lifestyle of faith just to follow Jesus (especially 
while under Roman persecution)… Acts 8:1-3, 9:1-2; 1 Cor. 15:9. They had to 
take Jesus’ words of exhortation literally, where He instructed His disciples: “Take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on...(Matthew 6:25)”. During times of persecution, 
the early believers had to “be of one heart and soul”, depending not only upon the 

Holy Spirit, but also upon one another for survival. They exhibited faith in God daily, as they sold 
their possessions and goods, having “all things in common” to meet the needs of the saints, so none 
among them lacked (Acts 2:44-47, 4:32-35). So what about those of us today who profess Christ as 
our Lord and Savior? Can we confess the following in agreement with the Apostle Paul...                                                                                                                                                           

  “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;    
  yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which  
  I now live in the flesh I live by the FAITH of the Son   
  of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”   
                              Galatians 2:20 

Can we honestly say that in our times of need, that Jesus is our first choice... or are we like those in 
the lyrics of the old gospel song, “If you’ve tried everything, and everything fails, try Jesus”? As 
believers, in our times of need, looking to Jesus and His Word should be our first choice, not our last 
resort. There is so much to be learned by the lifestyles of the many Bible heroes of faith mentioned in 
Hebrews 11... Abel, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Moses… the list goes on and on. The Word of God states 
that these saints trusted God in their circumstances, and because of their strong faith, they were 
considered to be righteous before Him! 

My challenge to each of you today is to start trusting God 
for the little things, wherever you are in your faith walk. 
Begin to study the Word of God in the areas where you are 
being tested, and do as you are instructed, by faith. For if 
you do this, I am certain that you will begin to grow, “from 
faith to faith”, obtaining favor and a good report from God!
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